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Summary
On August 25, 2026, thirty - four public health and community-based professionals met in-person and via Zoom for the

quarterly NC Lead and Healthy Homes Outreach Task Force meeting. Members discussed program updates, challenges
and questions on lead and healthy homes activities, and welcomed guest presenters Andrew George, PhD (UNC) and
Kennedy Holt, MPH (NC DHHS). Meeting details are described below. The two-hour meeting was submitted to the NC
Board of Registered Environmental Health Specialists for continuing education approval. The meeting was co-convened
by the NC DHHS Children’s Environmental Health Unit (CEH) and the UNC Chapel Hill Institute for the Environment. A list
of meeting participants and their contact information are provided at the end of these notes.

Program updates

Joseph Aguilar (Orange County Health Department) provided an update on Orange County's mold cleanup pilot
program, which was developed in response to increased requests for assistance following Tropical Storm Chantal. The
program provides residents with cleaning supplies, personal protective equipment (PPE), and guidance on safely
addressing mold issues in their homes. An initial pilot project distributed 10 cleanup supply buckets, and approximately
40% of recipients completed a feedback survey. Feedback from respondents has been overwhelmingly positive, with
participants reporting that the program is helpful and expressing interest in continued access to the supplies and
resources. Joseph noted that a key challenge moving forward is increasing survey participation to better assess the
program's impact and effectiveness.

Ed Norman (NC DHHS Children’s Environmental Health) provided an update on recent changes to North Carolina's
policies on childhood lead poisoning prevention. Following adoption of the state budget, lead dust standards were
amended to align with the EPA's updated clearance standards. Effective January 1, the new dust clearance levels will be
5 micrograms per square foot for floors, 40 micrograms per square foot for windowsills, and 100 micrograms per square
foot for window troughs. The state also revised its hazard standards, adopting the same levels as the clearance
standards for floors and windowsills to simplify implementation and communication with property owners. These
changes will be discussed in more detail during the upcoming State of Practice Workshop, and current standards will
remain in effect until January 1.

Ed also provided an update on the state's lead inspection and testing efforts in schools and childcare facilities.
Inspections and testing will not continue beyond June 30, 2027, for facilities that have not completed the process, as
delayed participation would leave insufficient time for hazard mitigation, contractor procurement, reimbursement
requests, and required documentation. Inspection efforts remain focused on older public schools and licensed childcare
facilities, particularly those built before 1978 where the likelihood of lead-based paint hazards is greatest. Program staff
expect to be close to completing inspections of eligible facilities within the established timeline.

Alan Huneycutt (NC DHHS Children’s Environmental Health) shared a recent lead exposure investigation involving a 1-
year-old child from a family of Indian descent. Testing of household spices revealed elevated lead levels, with turmeric
testing at approximately 1,300 parts per million (ppm) and a mixed chili masala testing at 44 ppm, suggesting that
contaminated spices were the likely source of the child's lead exposure. Alan also described previous work conducted in
Mecklenburg County using XRF technology to screen dishware at Hispanic restaurants, where several plates, cups, and
other dinnerware items containing lead were identified. These experiences highlight the continued importance of
considering imported spices and food-contact items as potential sources during lead exposure investigations.

Neasha Graves (UNC Center for Public Engagement with Science) provided an update on ad hoc committee discussions
related to nutrition, lead exposure, and lead testing during pregnancy. Participants discussed ways to strengthen
nutrition education during outreach and investigations, improve educational resources, and expand community
engagement efforts. The group also reviewed current practices for lead screening during pregnancy and identified
opportunities for more consistent risk assessment and provider education. Further discussion is planned at an upcoming
committee meeting.



Discussion on Lead in Dinnerware and Cookware

Doris Hogan (Forsyth County Health Department) and Brenda Bass (NC DHHS Children’s Environmental Health) began
a discussion on opportunities to increase awareness of lead-containing dinnerware and to educate restaurant operators
and the public. Meeting participants suggested presenting at regional environmental health meetings and creating an
image library of lead-containing plates, bowls, cups, and other dinnerware items to support education and outreach
efforts. Others noted that educational presentations could use stock photos or examples collected during investigations
and that regional organizations are often interested in presentations on unique environmental health topics.

The discussion also addressed testing methods for lead in dinnerware. Participants explained that while XRF instruments
identify the presence of lead, laboratories can also perform leachate testing using an acid extraction method to estimate
how much lead may migrate from dinnerware into food. Examples of traditional ceramic cookware and food samples
testing positive for lead contamination were shared, highlighting the importance of public health education regarding
safe cookware use. Participants also noted that information about suspected dinnerware products can be reported to
the FDA when distribution or purchase information is available.

Relative Links & Upcoming Events
= Lead Ad hoc Surveillance Committee meeting, virtual, September 1, 2026
= Lead State of Practice Training, September 9-11, 2026 in Randolph County
= Final 2026 NC Lead & Healthy Homes Outreach Task Force Meeting, Tuesday, November 10, 2026, hybrid.
o Scheduled for 10am to 1pm. Lunch details will be provided for in-person attendees.
o The meeting will be interactive, with an 11:00am presentation and demonstration of the NC
Environmental Health Data Dashboard from the NC DPH Occupational & Environmental Epidemiology
Branch. Participants are encouraged to bring your laptops, tablets (or virtual participants can
participate with their computers).
o Details to join in-person: NC Division of Public Health's RTP Headquarters, 65 Moore Drive, Durham, NC.
o Details to attend virtually: Join on the Zoom platform or by phone with these
details: https://unc.zoom.us/j/99668735674 ; Meeting ID: 996 6873 5674, or use the dial-in option:
(929)436-2866 ; Meeting ID: 996 6873 5674.
= 2027 NC Lead & Healthy Homes Outreach Task Force Meetings: February 9, May 11, August 10, and November
9. Hybrid (virtual links and in-person locations to be announced). Each meeting will begin at 10:00 am. Set these
dates in your calendars!

Guest Presentation
“Addressing Drinking Water Contamination in NC Communities Following Disasters”

= Andrew George, PhD, UNC Center for Public Engagement with Science

= Kennedy Holt, MSPH, PhD candidate, Occupational and Environmental Epidemiology
Andrew George and Kennedy Holt described how their programs share research on contaminated water with
communities and to help NC residents understand results of their drinking water when it is tested, as well as steps
needed to protect households from contaminated water. Dr. George described how he and colleagues who support the
UNC Superfund Research Program conduct community science projects with residents so that they can collect their well
water and submit it for testing for metals contamination. Dr. George and Mr. Holt also discussed their collaboration with
each other to address contaminated well water following hurricanes and other disasters.

Attendees

Paige Alley, Lead Program Specialist Alamance County Health Department paige.isley@gmail.com

Joseph Aguilar, Environmental Health

- . Orange County Health Department jaguilar@orangecountync.gov
Specialist and Healthy Homes Coordinator & y P 128 @ = YNC.8

NC DHHS Children’s Environmental Health

B Bass, . £ -
renda Bass, Regional EH Specialist (CEH)

brenda.bass@dhhs.nc.gov



https://unc.zoom.us/j/99668735674

Kimly Blount, Field Supervisor, Regional EH

- NC DHHS CEH kimly.blount@dhhs.nc.gov
Specialist
Ashley Stacy — Boddapati .
Public Health Nurse Consultant NC DHHS CEH ashley.stacy-boddapati@dhhs.nc.gov
David Brown, Regional EH Specialist NC DHHS CEH w.david.brown@dhhs.nc.gov
Keandra Cofield, Operations Manager NC DHHS CEH keandra.cofield@dhhs.nc.gov

Paula Cox, Environmental Health Director

Guilford County Department of Public Health

PCOX@guilfordcountync.gov

Karin Evanoff, Occupational Health Nurse

NC DHHS Adult Blood Lead Program

karin.evanoff@dhhs.nc.gov

Luke Van Eyk, Housing Program Manager

Guilford County Department of Public Health

lvaneyk@guilfordcountync.gov

Andrew George, Community Engagement
Coordinator

UNC Institute for the Environment, CPES

andrewg@email.unc.edu

Neasha Graves, EH Outreach Manager

UNC Institute for the Environment, CPES

neasha graves@unc.edu

Kathleen Gray, Director

UNC IE Center for Public Engagement with
Science

kgray@unc.edu

Conner Harrison, EH Specialist

Lenoir County Health Department

conner.harrison@Ilenoircountync.gov

Tashaunda Hill, EH Program Specialist

Pitt County Environmental Health

tashaunda.hill@pittcountync.gov

Doris Hogan, Senior EH Specialist

Forsyth County Dept. of Public Health

hoganda@forsyth.cc

Kennedy Holt, Environmental Toxicologist

Public Health, Occupational and Environmental
Epidemiology

Kennedy.Holt@dhhs.nc.gov

Alan Honeycutt, Regional EH Specialist

NC DHHS CEH

alan.huneycutt@dhhs.nc.gov

Mitierra Johnson, Research Associate

UNC Institute for the Environment, CPES

jmitierr@unc.edu

Marc Komlos, Inorganic Chemistry
Laboratory Supervisor

Division of Public Health, State Laboratory of
Public Health

marc.komlos@dhhs.nc.gov

Jennifer Lao, Public Health Epidemiologist

NC DHHS CEH

jennifer.lao@dhhs.nc.gov

Melanie Napier, Public Health
Epidemiologist

NC DHHS CEH

melanie.napier@dhhs.nc.gov

Tom Neltner, National Director

Unleaded Kids

tneltner@unleadedkids.org

Ed Norman, Program Manager

NC DHHS CEH

ed.norman@dhhs.nc.gov

Rob Pearsall, Regional EH Specialist

NC DHHSCEH

robert.pearsall@dhhs.nc.gov

Megan Pjura
Infant/Toddler Child Care Health Consultant

NC Child Care Health & Safety Resource Center

Megan.Pjura@unc.edu

Nykesse Roberts, Regional EH Specialist

NC DHHS CEH

nykesse.roberts@dhhs.nc.gov

Roger Rooks, Industrial Hygiene Consultant

NC DHHS Health Hazards Control Unit

Roger.Rooks@dhhs.nc.gov

LaKieta Sanders, Public Health Educator

Durham County Public Health Department

Idsanders@dconc.gov



mailto:kimly.blount@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:ashley.stacy-boddapati@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:conner.harrison@lenoircountync.gov
mailto:tashaunda.hill@pittcountync.gov
mailto:jmitierr@unc.edu
mailto:marc.komlos@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:jennifer.lao@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:nykesse.roberts@dhhs.nc.gov

Samantha Sites, Public Health
Epidemiologist

NC DHHS CEH

samantha.sites@dhhs.nc.gov

Jeff Smedley, Public Health Epidemiologist

NC DHHS CEH

jeff.smedley@dhhs.nc.gov

Theresa Stenersen,
Regional Child Care Health Consultant

NC Child Care Health & Safety Resource Center

theresa stenersen@unc.edu

Chelsea Wooten, Registered EH Specialist

Durham County Department of Public Health

cwooten@dconc.gov

Tonya Zimmerman, Regional EH Specialist

NC DHHS CEH

Tonya.zimmerman@dhhs.nc.gov




