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Role of Public Health Education

Neasha Graves, MPA
Environmental Health Outreach Manager

UNC IE Center for Public Engagement with Science

Funded by the NC Department of Health and Human Services (contract #45104).
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Center for Public Engagement with Science
Informal science education and community engagement
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Strategies for Addressing Lead & Healthy Homes 
in High-Risk NC Counties

feedback from stakeholderslocal community outreach
training public health 

professionals



NC Clinical Lead Training: Policies, Case Management and Other Best Practices  •  May 1, 2023 

Defining Public Health Education

Health education is any combination of learning 
experiences designed to help individuals and communities 
improve their health, by increasing their knowledge or 
influencing their attitudes. ~World Health Organization

There has to be a marriage between 
health and education.

~Former U.S. Surgeon General Jocelyn Elders
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Health Educator Competencies and Responsibilities

 Assess individual and community needs

 Plan, implement and evaluate effective health 
education programming

 Coordinate health education services

 Act as a resource person in health education

 Communicate health education needs, concerns 
and resources
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Promoting 
environmental health 

literacy

The ability to connect the 
environment to one’s 
health and make decisions 
that impact our health.

Gray, 2018
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What are we communicating?

Who are we educating? Who is impacted?

When are we educating?

Where do we educate?

How do we communicate messaging?
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Primary Prevention Foci
Source of lead
Health effects of lead (why this matters)
Steps for reducing exposure
Resources (and policies) to help reduce  

lead exposure

Secondary Prevention Focus
Getting young children tested
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Hands on learning activities
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Educational materials for varied literacy levels
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Culturally appropriate 
outreach

 Some preliminary research

 Seek help from refugee 
resettlement/immigrant health 
programs

 Respect cultural norms

 Terminology (ceramics vs. bowls)
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Partnerships that Promote Lead Outreach
NC Lead & Healthy Homes Outreach Task Force

 30-year-old network

 Quarterly meetings

Membership of state and local health and 
housing agencies

 Exchange ideas, address challenges

 Engage with subject matter experts

 Forge collaborations

 Co-develop educational materials

 Assist in promoting lead outreach initiatives
Contact megan.rodgers@unc.edu to join!
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http://nchealthyhomes.com
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Lead Sources Library
• Educational tool for public health 

professionals and families

• Visual aid for public health professionals 
during and after a lead investigation

• Federal recalls and warnings about lead 
contamination
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Other resources on home hazards
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Other online resources
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https://sph.unc.edu/cehs
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UNC CPES Lead Outreach Team
Neasha Graves, MPA
neasha_graves@unc.edu

Megan Lane, MEA
megan.lane@unc.edu
*Contact to join NC Lead & Healthy Homes Task Force

Mitierra Johnson
jmitierr@unc.edu

Kathleen Gray, Director

UNC Center for Public Engagement with Science
https://ie.unc.edu/cpes/ 
https://nchealthyhomes.com/
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Thank you for participating!

Questions?
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