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NC Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program
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NC Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program

CDC grant-funded staff:
• Tena Hand, Data Manager

• Melanie Napier, PhD, Public Health Epidemiologist

• Samantha Sites, Public Health Epidemiologist

• Long-term contract: UNC Institute for the Environment (Health Education, 
Outreach & Training) Neasha Graves, Megan Lane & Mitierra Johnson)

• Jeff Smedley, Public Health Epidemiologist (EPA WIIN grant funded)
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North Carolina Law
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Confirmed lead poisoning defined as: 10 µg/dL or greater

Elevated blood lead level defined as: 5µg/dL or greater

12 months allowed for confirmation

Pregnant women included 

6 new Medicaid funded regional positions 

2017 Amendments to North Carolina Law
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CDC Terminology
Reference Value:

3.5 μg/dL or greater
North Carolina State Law

Elevated blood lead level (EBL):
5 μg/dL or greater

Confirmed lead poisoning
10 μg/dL or greater
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Rule Amendment: Effective October 1, 2019

Amendment to Child Care Sanitation Rule .2816

Water testing at all licensed Child Care Centers

Required testing using EPA 3Ts Methodology

Follow-up testing, notification & mitigation
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Session Law 2021-180: $150 million
Permanent Rules Effective April 1, 2023

Water testing required at all Public Schools

Lead-Based Paint & Asbestos inspection required

Mitigation funding for water, paint & asbestos



NC Clinical Lead Training: Policies, Case Management and Other Best Practices  •  May 1, 2023 

Children are at Greater Risk

Hand to 
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activity 
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Childhood Lead Poisoning Cost to State
Direct medical and Public Health Costs

Special Education

Juvenile Justice 

Lost future earnings
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CDC Screening Guidelines
• Universal assessment/targeted screening at 12 

and 24 months or at first entry before age 6

• In North Carolina, mandatory blood
lead testing for Medicaid, WIC,
& Health Choice

• Analysis at no charge through  
the State Laboratory
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Other State and Federal Lead Laws

Abatement
(EPA/DPH)
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Repair, and 

Painting (EPA,DPH)
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Lead Hazard 
Control (HUD)

Worker Protection 
(OSHA)
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