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AN ACT TO MAKE BASE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT OPERATIONS 

OF STATE DEPARTMENTS, INSTITUTIONS, AND AGENCIES, AND FOR OTHER 
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The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 
 

 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FEDERAL ELEVATED BLOOD LEVEL STANDARD 

IN NORTH CAROLINA 

 

SECTION 11E.6.(a) It is the intent of the State to protect young children and 

pregnant women from being exposed to high levels of lead that can cause substantial harm to 

their normal neurological development and to ensure important intervention services, including 

required remediation of lead hazards, will be provided to children and pregnant women whose 

health is threatened by lead exposure. 

 

SECTION 11E.6.(b) G.S. 130A-131.7 reads as rewritten:  

 

"§ 130A-131.7. Definitions. 

 

The following definitions apply in this Part: 

… 

(3) "Confirmed lead poisoning" means a blood lead concentration of 20 10 

micrograms per deciliter or greater determined by the lower of two 

consecutive blood tests within a six-month12-month period. 

… 

(5) "Elevated blood lead level" means a blood lead concentration of 10 five 

micrograms per deciliter or greater determined by the lower of two 

consecutive blood tests within a six-month12-month period. 

… 

(13) "Readily accessible substance" means any substance that can be ingested or 

inhaled by a child less than six years of age.age or by a pregnant woman. 

Readily accessible substances include deteriorated paint that is peeling, 

chipping, cracking, flaking, or blistering to the extent that the paint has 

separated from the substrate. Readily accessible substances also include soil, 

water, toys, vinyl miniblinds, bathtubs, lavatories, doors, door jambs, stairs, 

stair rails, windows, interior windowsills, baseboards, and paint that is 

chalking. 

…." 

 

 

 

 



 

SECTION 11E.6.(c) G.S. 130A-131.9A reads as rewritten:  

 

"§ 130A-131.9A. Investigation to identify lead poisoning hazards. 

 

(a) When the Department learns of confirmed lead poisoning, the Department shall 

conduct an investigation to identify the lead poisoning hazards to children.children and 

pregnant women. The Department shall investigate the residential housing unit where the child 

or pregnant woman with confirmed lead poisoning resides. The Department shall also 

investigate the supplemental addresses of the child or pregnant woman who has confirmed lead 

poisoning. 

(a1) When the Department learns of an elevated blood lead level, the Department shall, 

upon informed consent, investigate the residential housing unit where the child or pregnant 

woman with the elevated blood level resides. When consent to investigate is denied, the child 

or pregnant woman with the elevated blood lead level cannot be located, or the child's parent or 

guardian fails to respond, the Department shall document the denial of consent, inability to 

locate, or failure to respond. 

(b) The Department shall also conduct an investigation when it reasonably suspects that 

a lead poisoning hazard to children or pregnant women exists in a residential housing unit or 

child-occupied facility occupied, regularly visited, or attended by a child less than six years of 

age.age or a pregnant woman. 

(c) In conducting an investigation, the Department may take samples of surface 

materials, or other materials suspected of containing lead, for analysis and testing. If samples 

are taken, chemical determination of the lead content of the samples shall be by atomic 

absorption spectroscopy or equivalent methods approved by the Department." 

 

SECTION 11E.6.(d) G.S. 130A-131.9C reads as rewritten:  

 

"§ 130A-131.9C.  Abatement and Remediation. 

 

(a)      Upon determination that a child less than six years of age or a pregnant woman has 

a confirmed lead poisoning of 20 10 micrograms per deciliter or greater and that child or 

pregnant woman resides in a residential housing unit containing lead poisoning hazards, the 

Department shall require remediation of the lead poisoning hazards. The Department shall also 

require remediation of the lead poisoning hazards identified at the supplemental addresses of a 

child less than six years of age or a pregnant woman with a confirmed lead poisoning of 20 10 

micrograms per deciliter or greater. 

… 

(h) All lead-containing waste and residue shall be removed and disposed of in 

accordance with applicable federal, State, and local laws and rules. Other substances containing 

lead that are intended for use by children less than six years of age or pregnant women and 

vinyl miniblinds that constitute a lead poisoning hazard shall be removed and disposed of in 

accordance with applicable federal, State, and local laws and rules. 

… 

(j1)     Compliance with the maintenance standard satisfies the remediation requirements 

for confirmed lead poisoning cases identified on or after 1 October 1990 as long as all lead 

poisoning hazards identified on interior and exterior surfaces are addressed by remediation. 

Except for owner-occupied residential housing units, continued compliance shall be verified by 

means of an annual monitoring inspection conducted by the Department. For owner-occupied 

residential housing units, continued compliance shall be verified (i) by means of an annual 

monitoring inspection, (ii) by documentation that no child less than six years of age and no 

pregnant woman has resided in or regularly visited the residential housing unit within the past 



 

year, or (iii) by documentation that no child less than six years of age and no pregnant woman 

residing in or regularly visiting the unit has an elevated blood lead level. 

(k) Removal of children or pregnant women from the residential housing unit or 

removal of children from the child-occupied facility shall not constitute remediation if the 

property continues to be used for a residential housing unit or child-occupied facility. The 

remediation requirements imposed in subsection (a) of this section apply so long as the 

property continues to be used as a residential housing unit or child-occupied facility." 

 

SECTION 11E.6.(e) G.S. 130A-131.9G reads as rewritten:  

 

"§ 130A-131.9G.  Resident responsibilities. 

 

In any residential housing unit occupied by a child less than six years of age or a pregnant 

woman who has an elevated blood lead level of 10 five micrograms per deciliter or greater, the 

Department shall advise, in writing, the owner or managing agent and the pregnant woman or 

the child's parents or legal guardian of the importance of carrying out routine cleaning activities 

in the units they occupy, own, or manage. The cleaning activities shall include all of the 

following: 

(1) Wiping clean all windowsills with a damp cloth or sponge at least weekly. 

(2) Regularly washing all surfaces accessible to children. 

(3) In the case of a leased residential housing unit, identifying any deteriorated 

paint in the unit and notifying the owner or managing agent of the conditions 

within 72 hours of discovery. 

(4) Identifying and understanding potential lead poisoning hazards in the 

environment of each child less than six years of age and each pregnant 

woman in the unit (including toys, vinyl miniblinds, playground equipment, 

drinking water, soil, and painted surfaces), and taking steps to prevent 

children and pregnant women from ingesting lead such as encouraging 

children and pregnant women to wash their faces and hands frequently and 

especially after playing outdoors." 


